
Park & Rec Committee Meeting
Thursday, January 14, 2021  ­  10:00 AM

AGENDA

1. Apply for the 2020 Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) grant through ODOT for Raccoon Creek Park Trail 
Phase I ­ Grant application submitted

2. Establish a Joint Recreation District ­ Discussions in progress

3. Continue to work on the Mastodon Preserve and the Johnstown Trailhead Park projects ­Parking lot completion, 
Concrete pad removal, Establish a Dog Park, Tree plantings

4. Continue to work toward a Longwell & Miles Memorial Estate implementation plan

5. Continue discussions with JYAA about their soccer fields that are surrounded by Raccoon Creek Park (Dick Hill 
property) ­ In Progress

6. Pursue bike path extensions ­ In preliminary discussion

7. Pursue a Raccoon Creek path extension to Edwards Road

8. Market community assets ­ Parks, Trailhead

9. Walkway to Hannahs Park from US 62

1. Call to Order
2. Action on Minutes
  a. December 10, 2020
3. Goals 2021 Discussion
  a. Committee Goals 
4. Raccoon Creek Park (including TAP grant)
5. Johnstown Trailhead Park
  a. Johnstown Trailhead Park Timeline
  b. Pedestrian Counter
6. Walk.Bike.Ohio (WBO)
7. Mastodon Preserve 
8. Licking County Parks ­ Richard Waugh
9. Active Transportation Plan update
10. Other Business
11. Adjourn
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Park & Rec Committee
Thursday, December 10, 2020  -  10:00 AM

MINUTES

1. Apply for the 2020 Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) grant through ODOT for Raccoon Creek Park Trail 
Phase I - Letter of Interest submitted

2. Establish a Joint Recreation District

3. Resurface Bike Path (Concord to Jersey) - Completed

4. Continue to work on the Mastodon Preserve and the Johnstown Trailhead Park projects - Installed Shelter House, 
Parking lot, Tree/Brush/Concrete pad removal, Grading 

5. Continue to work toward a Longwell & Miles Memorial Estate implementation plan

6. Discuss with JYAA about their soccer fields that are surrounded by Raccoon Creek Park - In Progress

7. Establish a dog park (probably at Johnstown Trailhead Park) - In Progress

8. Plan for bike path extensions 

9. Plan for a Raccoon Creek path extension to Edwards Road

10. Market community assets that will bring more cultural events to Johnstown

1. Call to Order

  

Committee Chair Carol Van Deest called the Parks and Recreation Committee meeting for 
December 10, 2020 to order at 10:00 am

Members Present - Carol Van Deest, Mayor Chip Dutcher, Sharon Hendren
Absent - None

Staff present - Jim Lenner, Bailey Klimchak, Jim Blair, Jack Liggett, Cheryl Robertson, 
Marvin Block, Teresa Monroe.  

Public present - Dick Mosley
2. Action on Minutes
 a. November 12, 2020

  

ACTION: Chip Dutcher moved to Accept the minutes; Carol Van Deest 
seconded and all were in favor.

AYES: Dutcher, Van Deest, Hendren
NOES: None 
ABSTAIN: None
  
 Passed 3  - 0
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Vision Statement: The Village of Johnstown is dedicated to providing a secure community environment that fosters 
cultural, recreational, educational and economic opportunities while preserving our unique historical character

3. Raccoon Creek Park (including TAP grant)

  

Bailey Klimchak said the village has been invited to apply so she has been working on the 
application, it is due on January 31st.  CT Consultants are going to help on the 
engineering side of things, she needs to submit a schedule, engineering and construction 
costs etc., she feels prepared and is good with the deadline. 

4. Johnstown Trailhead Park
 a. Updated  Trailhead Proposal

  

Bailey Klimchak reports that Licking Park District has approved the funds to contribute half 
of the Dog Park up to $17,000.  

Chip Dutcher asked if E. Jersey were to be completed next year, could the paving of the 
parking lot extension be included in the project; Jack Liggett said the village has applied for 
the Ohio Public Works Grant, if received, it is his intent to meet with the contractor while 
paving E. Jersey and see what the additional cost would be to pave the parking lot (village 
would pay for that part).  

Jim Blair said the six tables at the new shelter house are a perfect fit.  Still only one solar 
light working on the shelter house, other three do not, wonders if switch is turned off; Jack 
said he would check and if not that he will contact Jeff Holbrook because they haven't 
worked since installed. 

Update that $7,000 has been allotted by Finance Committee to take down large dead and 
dying trees along the bike path; two estimates are being sought and work to take place 
after January 1st. Funds spent can be used in the 2021 Tree City application.

Mr. Blair reports that the new parking lot extension is being used. Jack Liggett said when 
the extension is paved they will add signage for one way traffic to loop through so no cars 
are crossing each other when exiting.

5. Mastodon Preserve 

  

Marvin Block said the Historical Society paid for the QR readers along the path; two thirds 
was in-kind donation and about $1,500 from the Historical Society. 

Ms. Van Deest said she would like to promote park activities more on the village website 
and would like to see more in depth pictures shown.

Discussion on celebration of city status combined with the parks and other village 
facilities. 

6. Licking County Parks - Richard Waugh

  

Dick Mosley with the Licking Park District updated on discussions with a property owner 
for potential purchase of property for a new parking lot off of Concord Road that would 
provide access to the bike path; have hired a design company to look at the property and 
develop a parking lot plan to submit to the land owner. 
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Vision Statement: The Village of Johnstown is dedicated to providing a secure community environment that fosters 
cultural, recreational, educational and economic opportunities while preserving our unique historical character

7. Downtown Johnstown, Inc. updates

  Ms. Hendren said DJI had a meeting Tuesday night but she was not able to attend; no 
new updates.

8. Active Transportation Plan update

  

Bailey Klimchak provided an update; there is a public survey they would like to release at 
the beginning of the year, she has a walk audit next Thursday with the L-Cats team, 
moving along very well.  Ms. Van Deest asked for a summary of what the Active 
Transportation Plan is; Ms. Klimchak said it is a plan that addresses transportation needs 
of cyclists, pedestrians and other multi-modal forms of active transportation, not 
automobile, but maybe people who use wheelchairs, or roller-skates, it looks at gaps in 
the current system and ways to address those gaps. Ms. Klimchak said L-Cats put 
together a great map, they have experience doing this with other communities in the 
county, they have made some great plans and have a lot of resources she is thankful to 
use, she looks forward to the feedback from the public. Ms. Klimchak showed the map and 
explained; will send out to committee members.  

9. Other Business

  

1. Next meeting January 14, 2021

2. Review of 2020 goals in preparation for establishing the 2021 goals.

3. Discussion on Track Street area properties and desire for beautification.

4. Discussion on potential for a walkway to Hannahs Park from US 62. Mr. Block noted 
some stone and benches in his possession that could potentially be used.

10. Adjourn
  Meeting ended at 11:04 pm
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Committee Goals

1. Apply for the 2020 Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) grant through ODOT 
for Raccoon Creek Park Trail Phase I - Grant application submitted

2. Establish a Joint Recreation District - Discussions in progress

3. Continue to work on the Mastodon Preserve and the Johnstown Trailhead Park 
projects -Parking lot completion, Concrete pad removal, Establish a Dog Park, Tree 
plantings

4. Continue to work toward a Longwell & Miles Memorial Estate implementation 
plan

5. Continue discussions with JYAA about their soccer fields that are surrounded by 
Raccoon Creek Park (Dick Hill property) - In Progress

6. Pursue bike path extensions - In preliminary discussion

7. Pursue a Raccoon Creek path extension to Edwards Road

8. Market community assets - Parks, Trailhead (Shared ED goal)

9. Walkway to Hannahs Park from US 62
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Johnstown Trailhead Park at 187 E. Jersey Street

Year Task Volunteers/Donors/Company
2020 Grading of Johnstown Trailhead Park grounds TLV

2020 Removal of concrete foundation Village of Johnstown staf

2020 Break up of concrete foundation Donated by TLV

2020 Removal of old trees and brush TLV

2020 Additional parking added (gravel base to be paved in 2021) TLV

2020 Donation of a handicapped picnic table for the Shelter House Angels Persist

2020 Purchased picnic tables for Shelter House Village of Johnstown

2020 Shelter House is constructed Energy Co-Op

2020 Bicycle tool rack is installed Village of Johnstown

2020 Stone buffer added on both sides of the restroom Village of Johnstown

2020 Installed a handicapped dry restroom Village & Licking Co. Park District

2020 Prep work for installing handicap restroom Village of Johnstown

2020 Kiosk Station added Local Eagle Scout project

2020 QR reader stations added at Mastodon Preserve Terry Priest/Johnstown Historical Society

2016-2019 Dilapidated building structures torn down Faith Life Church, New Albany, OH

2017-2018 Limestone trail created to Mastodon Preserve Dozer Don Spires, Babcock Foundation

2016 Thirty-One donation of Mastodon Preserve Thirty-One and Cindy Monroe

2016 Location of discovery site of Johnstown Mastodon is announced Craig Bohning/EMH&T & Terry Priest 

2016 Large concrete boulders removed  TLV

2016 Trailhead Park becomes part of the Alternative U.S. Bicycle Route 50 ODOT

2015 Thomas J. Evans Foundation leases Trailhead to Johnstown Thomas J. Evans Foundation

2015 Thomas J. Evans Foundation purchased 4+ acres from Roy Bailey Thomas J. Evans Foundation

2014 Installed welcome sign that lists donors for the trailhead improvements Village of Johnstown

2014 Tree Landscape added along Trailhead Johnstown Area Community Foundation
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2014 Created paved parking lot with 20 spaces Mary E. Babock Foundation/DJI

1987 Thomas J. Evans Bike Path is extended to Johnstown Thomas J. Evans Foundation

1977 Clearing of railroad ties and rails began

1976 The railroad was legally abandoned

1972 Last freight/coal train through Johnstown

1935 Last passenger train through Johnstown

1880 Toledo & Ohio Central Railroad was first train through Johnstown

Future Projects

Construction of Dog Park  Village of Johnstown/LC Park District

Address drainage issues

Install parking lot at proposed Dog Park (Douglas St.)

2021 Removal of dead trees along from trailhead to Concord Rd. 

2021 Landscape plantings

Johnstown Trailhead Park at 187 E. Jersey Street

Year Task Volunteers/Donors/Company
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