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JOHNSTOWN

Established 1813

Park & Rec Committee
Thursday, November 12, 2020 - 10:00 AM
MINUTES

1. Call to Order

Committee Chair Carol Van Deest called the Parks and Recreation Committee meeting
for November 12, 2020 to order at 10:01pm

Members Present - Carol Van Deest, Mayor Chip Dutcher, Sharon Hendren
Absent - None

Staff present - Bailey Klimchak, Jim Blair, Jim Lenner, Chief Haroon, Teresa Monroe.

Public present -Richard Waugh, Dick Mosley
2.  Action on Minutes
a. October 8, 2020

ACTION: Chip Dutcher moved to Approve; Sharon Hendren seconded and all
were in favor

AYES: Carol Van Deest, Chip Dutcher, Sharon Hendren

NOES: None

ABSTAIN: None
Passed 3 -0

1. Apply for the 2020 Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) grant through ODOT for Raccoon Creek Park Trail
Phase |

2. Establish a Joint Recreation District

3. Resurface Bike Path (Concord to Jersey)

4. Continue to work on the Mastodon Preserve and the Johnstown Trailhead Park projects
5. Continue to work toward a Longwell & Miles Memorial Estate implementation plan

6. Discuss with JYAA about their soccer fields that are surrounded by Raccoon Creek Park
7. Establish a dog park (probably at Johnstown Trailhead Park)

8. Plan for bike path extensions

9. Plan for a Raccoon Creek path extension to Edwards Road

10. Market community assets that will bring more cultural events to Johnstown



3. Raccoon Creek Park (including TAP grant)

Bailey Klimchak said she submitted the TAP Letter of Interest; waiting on response,
hoping to get by December 1st.

Chip Dutcher said it looked like brush had been cleared down by the creek; Jim Blair said
he thought the gas company cleared areas where they had underground utility lines.

4. Mastodon Preserve
No new updates provided.

5. Johnstown Trailhead Park

Three picnic tables have been ordered for the shelter house, one handicap accessible
eight foot table and two six foot tables. The funds for the eight foot table were donated by
Angels Persist.

Discussion on the plaque that will thank donors for their contributions to the park
improvements.

Jim Blair to check on the function of solar lights at the shelter house.
Bailey to bring update on the Trailhead Park plan next meeting.

Expanded parking lot has been installed and has been leveled to the paved lot; this ads
forty three parking spaces making a total of sixty three spaces. Zoning Commission
approved a variance to allow the gravel parking lot but added condition that it be paved
within one year.

Richard Waugh provided details of the estimate for the Dog Park; cost anticipated is
$34,000 and that the Park District is willing to commit half at $17,000. Bailey Klimchak
recommends leaving $50,000 in the budget to cover the head in parking at the Dog Park.
Sharon Hendren said she is opposed to a Dog Park in Johnstown, expressed concern for
who will have to clean up, would rather see work out equipment. Richard Waugh shared
experience on how much the dog parks are used; Bailey Klimchak said people at the Dog
Park generally keep each other responsible for picking up their dogs waste. Mayor
Dutcher said he gets asked by residents all the time about getting a Dog Park and he
thanked Richard Waugh and asked him to thank the Licking Park District Board. Carol
Van Deest said she would like to see ordinances for regulation of the Dog Park; Mr.
Waugh said he could send what the park district uses.

Mr. Blair added that the village had planned to remove the old concrete slab at the
trailhead; TLV broke up the slab for free as a contribution to the village project.

6. Licking County Parks - Richard Waugh

Richard Waugh updated that thermoplastic mile markings have been put down on the
T.J. Evans bike path; starting with 0.0 at the trailhead to mile 14.0 at West Main Street in
Newark and said it looks fantastic; he thanks the Licking County Engineers office who
brought three people out to complete.

Vision Statement: The Village of Johnstown is dedicated to providing a secure community environment that fosters
cultural, recreational, educational and economic opportunities while preserving our unique historical character



7. Downtown Johnstown, Inc.

Monthly meeting scheduled for November 17, 2020 at 5:30 p.m. in the Opera House. No
further updates given.

8. Other Business

1. Ms. Van Deest asked for map of park locations be added to the village website.

2. Ms. Van Deest asked for an update on the Active Transportation Plan; Ms. Klimchak
said they are currently at the inventory stage and thinking about what Johnstown might
want; may have a better update next meeting.

3. Ms. Klimchak to check with Lisa from ODNR on available grants for 2021.

4. Mr. Lenner said there is no update yet on communication with Energy Cooperative
relative to Jersey Street parking area at their substation.

5. Jim Blair updated on reports of dead trees on trailhead; village staff is able to clean a
lot of it up but a professional will need to come in to clear larger dead trees.

6. Review of goals and accomplishments to date; status of each will be added to
agendas.

7. Sharon Hendren asked if the algae could be cleaned out of the mastodon "pond".
Answer was that it is where the mastodon was found, it is a marsh/swamp and it should
look that way. Ultimate goal is to have a mastodon replica out in the middle of it.

9. Adjourn
Next meeting December 10, 2020

ACTION: Chip Dutcher moved to Adjourn; Carol Van Deest seconded and all
were in favor.

AYES: Carol Van Deest, Chip Dutcher, Sharon Hendren

NOES: None

ABSTAIN: None
Passed 3 -0

Meeting adjourned at 10:45 a.m.
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