
Planning & Zoning Commission
Tuesday, November 10, 2020  -  6:30 PM

MINUTES

Vision Statement: The Village of Johnstown is dedicated to providing a secure community environment that fosters 
cultural, recreational, educational and economic opportunities while preserving our unique historical character

1. Call to Order

  Committee Chair Ryan Green called to order the Planning and Zoning Commission 
meeting for November 10, 2020 at 6:36 p.m.

2. Roll Call

  

Present - Ryan Green, Ron Danne, Jesse Coppel, Benjamin Lee, Jon Merriman
Absent - None

Staff present -  Bailey Klimchak - Village Planner, Jim Blair - Zoning Inspector, Teresa 
Monroe - Clerk of Council

Public present - None

3. Public Comment
  No comments.
4. Approval of Minutes
 a. October 27, 2020

  

ACTION: Ryan Green moved to Approve; Benjamin Lee seconded and all were 
in favor. 

AYES: Ryan Green, Ron Danne, Jesse Coppel, Benjamin Lee, Jon 
Merriman 

NOES: None 
ABSTAIN: None
  
 Passed 5 - 0

5. Variance Application 2020-354-Z

  

The Village of Johnstown is the applicant and is in the process of expanding the existing 
parking lot at the Trailhead park; ground has been compacted and gravel was put down 
today.  Village code 1175.02 says that new parking needs to be paved; Ms. Klimchak said 
it is in the plans to improve and pave the parking lot, the variance is requested to buy 
some time for the new gravel to get compacted over the winter and still allow people to 
use the parking.  Additionally, she said there is not money in the budget to pave it this year 
and granting the village the variance gives some leeway on paying to have it done; staff is 
hopeful that if OPWC funds are awarded for Jersey Street, the village could work with the 
contractor to pave the lot at the same time the roadway is paved.  Chairman Green said 
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he would like to see a condition put on the variance that the lot would be paved at a later 
date.  Mr. Lee asked if there was a cost estimate for the paving; Ms. Klimchak said she did 
not have a formal estimate but thinks it could be $25,000 to $35,000.  Mr. Lee said he 
would like to see it paved by the end of 2021, in consideration for neighbors abutting the 
unimproved lot and the dust it would create. Mr. Lee reviewed the practical difficulty 
questions for the variance, answers as follows: 

1. Yes; but application on how it affects the neighbors.
2. Relevant to the economic consideration of the applicant; thinks cost estimate is 
reasonable.
3. Yes; the adverse effect would be to the neighbors with the dust.
4. No; not engineered for services.
5. Yes
6. Yes; it could be turned back to grass.
7. As long as the conditional aspect is in place because it would be the same thing 
required of anyone else in the village. 

Commission discussed timeline, requirement for paving, funding and conditions for the 
variance.  

ACTION: Ryan Green moved to Approve the variance with the condition that 
final asphalt topping is completed within one year, unless a variance 
extension is requested by the applicant, at which time the lot would 
be treated with Roller Compacted Concrete then final coat required 
by the end of year two; Jon Merriman seconded and the vote was as 
follows:

AYES: Ryan Green, Ron Danne, Jesse Coppel, Benjamin Lee, Jon 
Merriman 

NOES: None 
ABSTAIN: None
  
 Conditionally approved 5 - 0

 a. Application & Staff Report
6. Zoning Code Draft - Part Two

  
Bailey Klimchak said comments received are red lined, she is hoping tonight for review of 
sections three to six with edits made reviewed at the next meeting and an informal vote 
and approval of part two at the last meeting of the year.

 a. Articles 3-6 Review.  https://johnstownoh.civicclerk.com/Web/GenFile.aspx?ad=301

  
Commission reviewed Part Two, draft sections 3.01 through 6.08. Bailey Klimchak made 
edits discussed during the review.  

7. Accessory Dwelling Units 
  Due to meeting length, Planner recommended moving discussion to next meeting.  

https://johnstownoh.civicclerk.com/Web/GenFile.aspx?ad=301
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Chairman Green said those with comments should email them around.

8. Zoning Inspector
 a. Zoning Report October 2020

  

Zoning Inspector Jim Blair reviewed his report and answered questions of the Board on 
specific items in the report.  Some discussion on the requirement for a traffic signal at 
US62 by Pulte Homes; conversations are ongoing with Pulte, Village staff and ODOT 
relative to the upcoming US62 project.  Some committee discussion on acceptable percent 
of lot coverage for accessory structures of a temporary nature such as above ground 
swimming pools, sheds, swing-sets etc. 

9. Other Business

  1. Two meetings left in the year; reminder that the last meeting of the year is on a 
Wednesday in the first week, December 2nd.

10. Adjourn

  

ACTION: Ryan Green moved to Adjourn; Jesse Coppel seconded and all were 
in favor.

AYES: Ryan Green, Ron Danne, Jesse Coppel, Benjamin Lee, Jon 
Merriman 

NOES: None 
ABSTAIN: None
  
 Passed 5 - 0

Meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m.

Next P&Z meetings: Tuesday, Nov. 24, 2020 and Wednesday Dec. 2, 2020 (last one of the 
year)


