
 
Regular Council Meeting 

Wednesday, May 3, 2023  -  6:30 PM 
AGENDA 

Vision Statement: The City of Johnstown is dedicated to providing a secure community environment that fosters cultural, 
recreational, educational and economic opportunities while preserving our unique historical character 

 

1. Call to Order 
2. Roll Call 
3. Invocation - Pastor Matt Van Winkle; Johnstown United Methodist Church 
4. Pledge of Allegiance 
5. Action on Minutes 
  a. March 7, 2023 
6. Mayor Proclamation  
  a. Arbor Day 2023 
7. Citizen comments on matters not on the agenda 
8. Council Committee reports 

  a. Planning & Zoning: Met 4/20/23 Special and 4/25/23 Regular; Next 5/9/23 @ 6:30 pm 
Council Chambers 

  b. Design Review Board: Next 5/9/23 @ 5:00 pm Council Chambers 
  c. Finance: 5/3/23; Next 5/16/23 @ 5:00 pm Admin Conference Room 
  d. Safety & Service: 5/3/23; Next 6/6/23 @ 5:30 pm Admin Conference Room 
  e. Park & Rec: 5/1/23 @ 1:00 pm; Next 6/5/23 @ 1:00 pm Admin conference room 
  f. Tree Commission: Met 4/25/23; Next 5/23/23 @ 5:00 pm Council Chambers 
  g. Economic Development: Next TBD 
  h. Events Committee:  Next TBD 
9. Director Reports 
  a. Service Departments: Water, Sewer, Street, Service Director 
  b. City Manager 
10. Tabled Legislation 

  a. ORDINANCE 17-2022 AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING WAGE AND SALARY 
STRUCTURES FOR THE CITY OF JOHNSTOWN. Tabled September 27, 2022 

11. Public Hearings of Legislation 

  a.  RESOLUTION 2023-14  A RESOLUTION TO APPOINT A CITY PROSECUTOR FOR 
THE BALANCE OF YEAR 2023 

12. Introduction of Legislation 

  a. ORDINANCE 07-2023 AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING CHAPTER 1164 OF THE CITY 
OF JOHNSTOWN CODIFIED ORDINANCES 

13. Other Business 
14. Executive Session to consider the purchase of property 
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Vision Statement: The Village of Johnstown is dedicated to providing a secure community environment that fosters 
cultural, recreational, educational and economic opportunities while preserving our unique historical character 

15. Executive Session to Consider the Compensation of a Public Employee 
16. Executive Session to consider imminent court action 
17. Adjourn 
Next Council Meeting May 16, 2023 
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Regular Council
Tuesday, March 7, 2023  -  6:30 PM

MINUTES

Vision Statement: The City of Johnstown is dedicated to providing a secure community environment that fosters cultural, 
recreational, educational and economic opportunities while preserving our unique historical character

1. Call to Order

  Mayor Donald Barnard called to Order the City of Johnstown Regular Council Meeting for 
March 7, 2023 at 6:41 PM. 

2. Roll Call

  

Present - Sharon Hendren, Ryan Green, Donald Barnard, Jon Merriman, Bob Orsini
Absent - Nicole Shook, Charlie Campbell

Staff present - Sean Staneart - Acting City Manager, Jack Liggett - Service Director, Rusty 
Smart - Chief of Police, Rick Fitch - Chief Wastewater Operator, Terry Nichols - Chief 
Water Operator, Daniel Swick - Street Superintendent, Walter Raub - Planning & Zoning 
Commission, Jesse Copell - Planning & Zoning Commission, Franz Stein - Design Review 
Board, Teresa Monroe - Clerk of Council

Public present - Father Stephen Smith, Girl Scout Daisy Troop 7700, Wes Kobel, Scott 
Siebegaler, Glenn Ronken, Jamie Hartsough, Kyle May, Chris Hermann, Michaella Nelson, 
Lewie Main

3. Invocation - Father Stephen Smith, Church of the Ascension
  
4. Pledge of Allegiance
  The pledge was led by Girl Scout Daisy Troop 7700
5. Action on Minutes
  
 a. January 17, 2023

  

ACTION: Jon Merriman moved to approve as written; Donald Barnard 
seconded and the vote was as follows:

AYES: Sharon Hendren, Ryan Green, Donald Barnard, Jon Merriman, Bob 
Orsini 

NOES: None
ABSTAIN: None
  
 Passed 5 - 0

6. Presentation: MKSK Update to Council on the Johnstown Comprehensive Plan

  

Kyle May and Chris Chris Hermann with MKSK attended to provide an update on the 
Johnstown Comprehensive Plan draft they have been tasked with working on. 
Presentation and discussion tonight on the first piece of the plan they call Land Use 
Framework, their first set of opinions about the future and looking outside of the current 
boundary of Johnstown (extra-territorial zone).  In review of surrounding areas, they would 
encourage the city to work with land owners to annex the window to Green Chapel, finding 
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Vision Statement: The City of Johnstown is dedicated to providing a secure community environment that fosters cultural, 
recreational, educational and economic opportunities while preserving our unique historical character

some partner land owners in that area and getting them interested in requesting 
annexation to Johnstown; it was clarified for the public that the land owner has to request 
the annexation.  The recommendation is to update the Johnstown zoning code and create 
a Planned Development District (PD). Should property owners become interested in 
annexing into Johnstown, the expectation would be that their property would be rezoned to 
a Planned Development District. A Planned District is negotiated zoning between a 
developer and the city. Most planned development documents are very detailed, they have 
the layout, the architectural requirements, road improvements, water and sewer, trees, 
landscape, sidewalks, parks, storm water, everything laid out, usually for a large area that 
is built in phases with a lot of detailed thought on the design.  MKSK provided council with 
a report that encapsulates all of these thoughts, a document they could consider adopting 
and with councils' guidance they would then start working on a Planned Development text.

City Manager Sean Staneart said he asked MKSK here tonight for an update and said we 
need to keep pace with moving forward and capture opportunities that are moving quickly, 
there is a window that is closing quickly for opportunities in the area, many things are 
moving quickly. 

Mayor Barnard added that there is something unique about this area, that we have a very 
special school district that will only get better in the next few years. He said that Johnstown 
is maybe three square miles, the Johnstown school district is fifty-four square miles and 
that we have to protect it, he will take whatever tools are available to help do that. It is 
important that Johnstown create its own destiny, that it is not created for us.

Councilman Orsini encouraged the public to provide their feedback to council, that it will be 
critical that the community is fundamentally aligned with the people who sit on council and 
what their vision is for the future, citizens need to pay attention to action or inaction and let 
their vote be their voice. The communities taxation should be an investment into the future, 
it is critical that we understand modifications to taxation, reduction of taxation and how 
spending two dollars today could cost us four tomorrow, or that saving a dollar today could 
cost us two tomorrow. Mr. Orsini said that with the exception of one, every seat up here is 
getting renewed in November, he thinks it is critical for the future of Johnstown that the 
people put at this table, ones that will be making decisions are fiduciarily responsible and 
motivated to make the best decisions for Johnstown's future. 

Councilwoman Hendren prompted some discussion on water and Southwest Licking.  

Councilman Green said that he is also on zoning and this is something they have been 
asking for to move forward quickly, but it needs to be done the right way so they definitely 
want to do a lot with this plan.

7. Mayor Proclamation 
  
 a. March as Developmental Disabilities month

  

Mayor Barnard read the proclamation, a signed copy will be sent to the Licking County 
Board of Developmental Disabilities. 
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Vision Statement: The City of Johnstown is dedicated to providing a secure community environment that fosters cultural, 
recreational, educational and economic opportunities while preserving our unique historical character

8. Citizen comments on matters not on the agenda
  No comments from the public.
9. Council Committee reports
  
 a. Planning & Zoning: 2/28/23 cancelled; Next 3/14/23 @ 6:30 pm Council Chambers
  
 b. Design Review Board: Next 3/14/23 @ 5:00 pm Council Chambers
  
 c. Safety & Service: Next 3/21/23 @ 5:00 pm Admin office 
  
 d. Finance:  3/7/23; Next 4/18/23 @ 5:00 pm Adim office

  

Finance Committee voted in favor and made the recommendation to begin the search for 
the Finance Director position, the search to begin on April 1st, salary range requested is 
$80,000 - $110,000 depending on experience.

ACTION: Donald Barnard moved to begin the search; Bob Orsini seconded and 
the vote was as follows:

AYES: Bob Orsini, Jon Merriman, Mayor Barnard, Ryan Green, Sharon 
Hendren

NOES: None
ABSTAIN: None
  
 Passed 5 - 0

 
 e. Events Committee: Met 3/1/23; Next 3/23/23 @ 5:30 pm Admin office 
  
 f. Park & Rec: Met 2/27/23; Next TBD
  Ms. Hendren updated that the Miles Estate issue did not go well for the school. 
 g. Economic Development: Next TBD
  
 h. Rules: Next TBD

  Mr. Orsini noted that the Rules committee will be organized as needed, yielding its time to 
other committees that are more critical for our current situation.

10. Director Reports
  
 a. Service Department: Water, Sewer, Street, Service Director

  
Department Directors Terry Nichols (water), Rick Fitch (sewer) and Daniel Swick (street) 
reviewed their reports for council. Service Director Jack Liggett provided updates on 
projects in his report to council. All reports are included in the published packet. 

 b. City Manager

  Referenced the presentation by MKSK and noted that much of his time has been spent on 
future planning and working to prepare Johnstown.
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Vision Statement: The City of Johnstown is dedicated to providing a secure community environment that fosters cultural, 
recreational, educational and economic opportunities while preserving our unique historical character

11. Tabled Legislation
  

 a. ORDINANCE 17-2022  AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING WAGE AND SALARY 
STRUCTURES FOR THE CITY OF JOHNSTOWN. Tabled September 27, 2022

  This legislation is still in Finance Committee. 
12. Public Hearings of Legislation
  

 a. RESOLUTION  2023-05 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO 
ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH SCHLABACH BUILDERS.

  

As directed by council at the February 21, 2023 meeting, City Manager Staneart 
negotiated an agreement with Schlabach Builders for trees in the new housing 
development phase in Concord Crossing East. He said this is a win for the city and the 
developer, it will add value to the development with the street trees and in addition to the 
requirement, will provide an additional two hundred trees for the development. They will 
also give $10,000 to the Tree Commission Fund.  Mr. Staneart made it clear that this 
agreement was made because of the timing of the development approval relative to the 
passage of the tree ordinance.

No debate by Council.

Public Hearing: There were no comments either for or against the legislation.
 
ACTION: Jon Merriman moved to approve; Donald Barnard seconded and the vote 

was as follows:
AYES: Jon Merriman, Mayor Barnard, Ryan Green, Sharon Hendren, Bob Orsini 
NOES: None
ABSTAIN: None
  
 Passed 5 - 0

 b. RESOLUTION 2023-06 RESOLUTION APPOINTING MEMBERS TO THE JOHNSTOWN 
TREE COMMISSION

  

Two individuals resigned from the Tree Commission and one term expired. 
Recommendation of appointments and terms are listed in the Resolution.

Councilman Green said he is not against the picks but is not sure this was advertised and 
is not sure what the selection process entailed. Mayor Barnard answered saying that in the 
three years he was on the Tree Commission, only one person has ever shown up for a 
meeting other than the members, that it is not the most popular committee that people 
want to be on. The five original members were chosen by the city from people interested in 
trees so that is what they did again. Added that as the city continues to grow we would 
probably advertise this in the future.

Public Hearing: There were no comments either for or against the legislation.
 
ACTION: Bob Orsini moved to approve as written; Jon Merriman seconded and the 
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Vision Statement: The City of Johnstown is dedicated to providing a secure community environment that fosters cultural, 
recreational, educational and economic opportunities while preserving our unique historical character

vote was as follows:
AYES: Mayor Barnard, Ryan Green, Sharon Hendren, Bob Orsini, Jon 

Merriman 
NOES: None
ABSTAIN: None
  
 Passed 5 - 0

13. Introduction of Legislation - None
  
14. Other Business

  

1. As a city now, Johnstown gets to appoint a representative to the Licking County Health 
Department Board, the Mayor makes the appointment. Discussion on potential candidates.
2. Discussion on making space in the city building for the newly formed Johnstown 
Chamber of Commerce office.
3. Several council members attended the Dr. Seuss reading night at Johnstown 
Elementary's Right to Read and read to the children.
4. Several council members and the City Manager participated in the Licking County 
Framework presentation on housing.

15. Adjourn

  

ACTION: Bob Orsini moved to adjourn; Jon Merriman seconded and all were in 
favor.

AYES: Sharon Hendren, Ryan Green, Donald Barnard, Jon Merriman, Bob 
Orsini 

NOES: None
ABSTAIN: None
  
 Passed 5 - 0

The meeting adjourned approximately 8:10 pm
Next Council Meeting March 21, 2023
  

Page 7 of 48



             

ARBOR DAY 2023

Whereas, in 1872, the Nebraska Board of Agriculture established a special 
day to be set aside for the planting of trees; and

Whereas, this holiday, called Arbor Day, was first observed with the 
planting of more than a million trees in Nebraska; and

Whereas,  Arbor Day is now observed throughout the nation and the 
world; and

Whereas, trees can be a solution to combating climate change by reducing 
the erosion of our precious topsoil by wind and water, cutting heating and 
cooling costs, moderating the temperature, cleaning the air, producing life-
giving oxygen, and providing habitat for wildlife; and

Whereas, trees are a renewable resource giving us paper, wood for our 
homes, fuel for our fires, and countless other wood products,

Whereas, trees in our city increase property values, enhance the economic 
vitality of business areas, and beautify our community; and

Whereas, trees — wherever they are planted — are a source of joy and 
spiritual renewal.

Now Therefore, I, Donald Barnard, Mayor of the City of Johnstown, do 
hereby proclaim April 28, 2023 as ARBOR DAY. I urge all citizens to 
celebrate Arbor Day and to support efforts to protect our trees and 
woodlands. 

_____________________________
Donald Barnard, Mayor
City of Johnstown
April 28, 2023

Proclamation
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April 2023
Water Council Report
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Water Plant April 2023

1) As of April 27th, the flow is 16.556 MG.
2) There were 39 shut offs.
3) Worked on work-orders.
4) Tim Perry hauled lime sludge on 4-10,4-11  and 4-12-2023.
5) Changed lime feeders, took #1 feeder out and put #2 lime feeder in service. Then we cleaned #1 feeder.
6) On Wednesday 4-05-2023, we replaced the rubber boot on #1 lime feeder.
7) National Well Service completed and ran flow test on #4 low service well, still need to repair driveway 

and complete the landscaping of damage area.
8) Tim Perry worked 2 hours for the Street Department.
9) On Tuesday 4-18-2023 the Water Plant had their OEPA Lab Survey.
10)  We exposed 2 main line valves on Kyber Run for repair.
11) On Thursday 4-20-2023 Leak Seekers located a water leak at 323 Middleburn St.

Thank you,
Terry Nichols
Chief Water Operator
City of Johnstown
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             CITY OF JOHNSTOWN, OHIOCity of Johnstown
Administrative Offices

www.johnstownohio.org

599 S. Main Street
Johnstown, Ohio 43031

Telephone: 740-967-3177
Fax: 740-967-3519
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PH Phenol Total Total Plant Tap 
Cl2Date

Alkalinity Alkalinity Hardness Free Total Combined
1-Apr 8.2 0 58 149 0.86 0.96 0.1
2-Apr 8.2 0 60 153 0.87 0.98 0.11
3-Apr 7.93 0 61 155 0.92 0.96 0.04
4-Apr 8 0 58 154 0.94 1.04 0.1
5-Apr 8.22 0 66 156 1.01 1.07 0.06
6-Apr 8.14 0 59 153 0.98 1.05 0.07
7-Apr 8.1 0 58 152 0.92 0.99 0.07
8-Apr 8.23 0 59 147 0.83 0.87 0.04
9-Apr 7.67 0 58 147 0.82 0.86 0.04
10-Apr 8.14 0 62 153 0.83 0.89 0.06
11-Apr 7.94 0 59 148 0.93 1 0.07
12-Apr 8.24 0 55 148 0.77 0.81 0.04
13-Apr 8.02 0 58 150 0.91 0.99 0.08
14-Apr 8.06 0 59 148 0.92 1 0.08
15-Apr 8.24 0 57 152 1.02 1.13 0.11
16-Apr 7.83 0 55 146 1.21 1.22 0.01
17-Apr 8.02 0 56 150 1.06 1.14 0.08
18-Apr 7.85 0 56 149 0.99 1.07 0.08
19-Apr 8.01 0 55 148 1.06 1.14 0.08
20-Apr 7.91 0 56 148 1.06 1.13 0.07
21-Apr 8.04 0 56 146 0.93 0.98 0.05
22-Apr 8.02 0 54 150 1.02 1.1 0.08
23-Apr 7.71 0 56 148 1.16 1.26 0.1
24-Apr 7.72 0 59 152 1.03 1.12 0.09
25-Apr 8.29 0 55 144 1.01 1.11 0.1
26-Apr 7.93 0 54 146 1.05 1.15 0.1
27-Apr 7.97 0 55 148 1.07 1.19 0.12
28-Apr 8.01 0 55 147 1.07 1.16 0.09

Avg 8.02 0 57 150 0.97 1.05 0.08

Total Alkalinity:35-55 mg/L
Phenol Alkalinity: 0-2 mg/L
Hardness: 135 – 150 mg/L (Higher hardness is due to running # 2 L.S. well pulling water from 
deeper part of the aquifer)
Free Chlorine: 0.85-1.10 mg/L

Water Plant Daily Tap Test Results
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec
2023 20.616 17.786 16.492 16.556
2022 17.116 15.962 20.692 18.977 20.728 21.052 21.065 21.496 18.696 16.569 18.495 18.189
2021 14.966 15.626 19.463 18.063 16.567 19.506 17.295 19.504 18.873 16.765 19.23 17.475
2020 12.258 11.799 13.81 12.911 13.907 14.666 15.468 14.748 14.138 13.931 13.889 14.446
2019 13.283 12.365 13.718 12.132 13.607 12.167 13.799 13.565 12.045 12.116 11.536 12.576
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Plant Efficiency Charts 
 

Average % of NH3 removed for the month = 99%  
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Average % of TSS removed for the month = 98% 

  

 

Average % of BOD removed for the month = 98% 
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Work Highlights 

- Sewer Inspections 

o 7 new build inspections  

 

- Amount of sludge pressed (dewatered) – 913,225 gallons 

 

- Routine equipment maintenance (preventative maintenance) 

 

- SEOWEA Spring Plant Tour  

 

- Installed UV bulbs (E. coli season) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

Training 
 

 

 

 

  

- Logan Drake attended a (6) hour Stirling Services wastewater/water training to earn contact hours for 

OEPA license renewal 
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BULK SEWER & WATER 

The following chart shows the total amount of waste in gallons brought into Johnstown for the current year 

and past year by the egg farm and bulk septage haulers. 

 

The chart below shows the total amount of bulk water in gallons purchased each month for the current year 

and past year. NOTE: This graph contains only gallons of bulk water purchased from the fill station onsite and 

does not include hydrant meter usage. 

 

 

Rick Fitch 

Chief Wastewater Operator 
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Street Department Report

April 2023
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Misc.
- Equipment maintenance, cleaning, and repairs
- Street Lights

(2) lights switched over to LED bulbs
- 1 Street light repaired (Central station place)

      - Red light replacement at Wendy’s  
- Sign repair/replacement (As needed)

Street Maintenance 
- Sign repair/replacement (As needed) 
- Street sweaping (weekley)
- 1ton of Cold patch was used for holes

Water Maintenance
      -  Assisted in water shut-off
      -  Spreading of Lime 
      - OUPS Locates (Daily) 
          
Stormwater Maintenance

- OUPS Locates (Daily)
- Catch basin cleaning
- 625ft of ditch cleaning 

Park Maintenance
- Trash pickup (weekly)
- Trail head toilet checked and cleaned (weekly)
- Mowing and trimming (weekly)

Sewer Maintenance
- OUPS Locates (Daily)
- Sludge hauling 

CITY OF JOHNSTOWN, OHIO

City of Johnstown

Administrative Offices

www.johnstownohio.org

599 S. Main Street

Johnstown, Ohio 43031

Telephone: 740-967-3177

Fax: 740-967-3519
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RESOLUTION 2023-14

A RESOLUTION TO APPOINT A CITY PROSECUTOR FOR THE BALANCE OF YEAR 2023

WHEREAS, the city appointed Prosecutor, Mark Gardner, has retired and the city wishes him well; and

WHEREAS, Section 6.04(b) of the Charter states that the Director of Law shall be the prosecuting 
attorney and legal counsel for the municipality; and

WHEREAS, Section 6.04(c) allows for Council to provide assistants and special counsel to the Director 
of Law and as allowed wish to appoint an Assistant City Prosecutor and;

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the City Council to appoint a Prosecutor, it is the recommendation of 
council to appoint Jody Richter; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Johnstown, Licking County, 
Ohio as follows:

Section One:  The City Council herein approves the following appointment:

CITY ASSISTANT PROSECUTOR              JODY RICHTER

Section Two:  It is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council concerning and relating 
to the adoption of this Resolution were adopted in an open meeting of this Council and that meetings of 
any of its committees that resulted in such formal action were meetings open to the public, in compliance 
with all legal requirements including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code and the Charter of the 
CITY OF JOHNSTOWN.

            Introduction/Public Hearing/Vote: May 3, 2023
                       

            By:____________________ __________________________
                                                                                                            

Mayor Donald Barnard

 ATTEST TO: APPROVED AS TO FORM:
              

______________________________ ___________________________
Teresa Monroe, Clerk of Council                           Yazan Ashrawi, Law Director

CITY OF JOHNSTOWNCity of Johnstown
Administrative Offices

www.johnstownohio.org

599 S. Main Street
Johnstown, Ohio 43031

Telephone: 740-967-3177
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