
Design Review Board Meeting
Tuesday, May 10, 2022  -  5:00 PM

AGENDA

Vision Statement: The City of Johnstown is dedicated to providing a secure community environment that fosters cultural, 
recreational, educational and economic opportunities while preserving our unique historical character

1. Call to Order
2. Roll Call
3. Approval of Minutes
 a. April 12, 2022
4. Public Comments on Items Not on the Agenda
5. Application # Z-22-65 Certificate of Appropriateness; 555 S. Main Street TABLED April 12, 2022
 a. Application and Staff Report
6. Application # Z-22-89 Certificate of Appropriateness; 800 W. Coshocton Street
 a. Application and Staff Report
7. Other Business
8. Adjourn
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Design Review Board
Tuesday, April 12, 2022  -  5:00 PM

MINUTES

Vision Statement: The City of Johnstown is dedicated to providing a secure community environment that fosters cultural, 
recreational, educational and economic opportunities while preserving our unique historical character

1. Call to Order
  Chairman Ashbrook called the Design Review Board meeting to order at 5:00 pm.
2. Roll Call

  

Present - Chairman Nathanael Ashbrook, Heather Green, Josh Harrison, Candice Evans
Absent - None

Staff present - Bailey Morlan -  City Planner, Jim Blair - Zoning Inspector, Teresa Monroe - 
Clerk of Council

Public present - Walter Raub, Dave Pontia, Sean Staneart, Joseph Jorge, Andrew Lallathin
3. Public Comment
  No public comments
4. Approval of Minutes
  
 a. January 25, 2022

  

ACTION: Josh Harrison moved to approve; Nathanael Ashbrook seconded and 
the vote was as follows:

AYES: Harrison, Evans, Green, Ashbrook
NOES: None
ABSTAIN: None
  
 Passed 4 - 0

5. Application # Z-22-65 Certificate of Appropriateness; 8 Coshocton Street

  

This application is for the construction of a new Bell Stores gas station; the existing gas 
station building and gas pumps will come down. The Planning Commission approved a 
Variance at the last meeting for the canopy; this application is for design of the new station. 
Applicant Joe George with CESO, the engineer of record along with Andrew Lallathin, the 
architect of record were in attendance for review. Mr. Lallathin addressed questions from 
the board on lighting. Candice Evans said she feels the building could be better integrated 
with the downtown space as far as the overall look, feels like it is a little commercialized for 
where they are trying to go with the downtown, feels the materials are ok at this point and 
understands branding but does not feel the red accents where it should. Josh Harrison said 
one idea on how to integrate this better into the downtown would be to consider an all brick 
building.  Discussion on exterior materials, all brick options, wall signage options, green 
space, street lighting and right of way.
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Vision Statement: The Village of Johnstown is dedicated to providing a secure community environment that fosters 
cultural, recreational, educational and economic opportunities while preserving our unique historical character

Public Comments:

1. Ryan Green; 408 Sunset

 Would like to see this match up better to the downtown area.
 Encouraged the Board to look at both zoning and design review documents
 Appreciates this upgraded model; adds that he likes the Maslin building design
 Wants to ensure a buffer for the residents behind
 Likes the look of the Short North UDF
 Would like to reduce the curb cut
 Would like to see other options for the logo sign
 Would like to see a screening option rather than the wall

2. Walter Raub; 320 S. Main

 Asked if the lots have been combined. Applicant answered this was in process.
 Would like to see the all brick option for the building
 Would like to see a softer barrier than the wall, some bushes or landscaping
 Likes the darker red, would like to see other signage options

3. Tod Huston; 104 Benedict Drive

 Appreciates the work in the Design Review Document but there are conflicts with 
the Zoning Code between the Historic District and GCC-1; asked what happens with 
the conflicts.

 Does not see this matching up with the historic opera house; a bit too commercial 
for the overlay district.

 Needs a lot of tweaking to make this building amenable with the downtown historic 
area

4. Sean Staneart; 8411 Jacob White Road

 Would like to see them incorporate brick that would match the opera house
 The flat roof buildings in the downtown are two story, applicant could go for that 

look. If keeping one story, would like to see a pitched roof
 Would like to see the outcropping extend further and incorporate more black or rod 

iron, the red is too loud
 Would like to see the same street lighting style in the downtown area be 

incorporated in the lighting plan
 Noted that the current green space shown in right of way shown could disappear if 

the road was ever widened
 Concern for ingress/egress onto Oregon Street, curious if traffic study has been 

done, concern trucks could try to enter/exit there.
 Side walls look blank, would recommend adding the look of windows
 Also referenced liking the Short North UDF
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Vision Statement: The Village of Johnstown is dedicated to providing a secure community environment that fosters 
cultural, recreational, educational and economic opportunities while preserving our unique historical character

 Referenced Kroger’s secondary pay area underneath the canopy

Public comments closed

Applicant to take all comments into consideration.

ACTION: Mr. Ashbrook moved to table the application; Mr. Harrison seconded 
and the vote was as follows:

AYES: Josh Harrison, Candice Evans, Nathanael Ashbrook
NOES: None
ABSTAIN: Heather Green; works for CESO
  
  Motion to table passed 3 - 0

 a. Bell Stores COA application & Staff report
  
6. Other Business
  
7. Adjourn

  
Candice Evans moved to adjourn, Heather Green seconded and all were in favor. Motion 
carried 4-0.
Meeting adjourned at 5:58 pm
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CITY OF JOHNSTOWN 

STAFF REPORT - COA 
 

Application Number: Z-22-89    Applicant: Mark Zelnik 

Property Address: 800 W. Coshocton Street Zoning District: GCC-2 

Commission Date: 5/10/2022 

 
Project Narrative: 

The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness Design Review approval for 

the construction of a new building at 800 W. Coshocton Street. The property is currently 

vacant. The applicant is proposing to construct a new structure to house an urgent care. 

The proposed structure is approximately 3,500 square feet, with a future building addition 

of 2,500 square feet planned. The applicant has proposed 25 parking spaces.  

 

The exterior design of the building will feature natural colors in grays and browns. 

Windows feature along the front of the building. Blue awnings have been proposed for the 

front and sides of the building. A landscape plan has also been included by the applicant.  

 

The parcel in question is in a General Community Commercial 2 zoning district and the 

Corridor design review district.  

 

 
1187.08   Criteria for Evaluation of Application for Certification of Design 

Appropriateness 

 

In considering the appropriateness of any proposed environmental change, including 

landscaping or exterior signage, the Board or Village staff member shall consider the 

following, as a part of its review: 

a) The compliance of the application with the Design Guidelines and 

Requirements.  The proposed environmental change is to comply with the Design 

Guidelines and Requirements of the Village, incorporated by reference. 

b) A property shall be used for its historic purpose or be placed in a new use that 

requires minimal change to the defining characteristics of the building and its site 

and environment. 

c) The visual and functional components of the building and its site, including but not 

limited to landscape design and plant materials, lighting, vehicular and pedestrian 

circulation, and signage. 

d) The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved.  The removal of 

historic materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property 

shall be avoided. 

e) Each property shall be recognized as a physical record of its historic time, place and 

use.  Alterations that have no historical basis and which seek to create an 

appearance inconsistent or inappropriate to the original integrity of the property 

shall be discouraged. 
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f) Most properties change over time; those changes that have acquired historic 

significance in their own right shall be retained and preserved. 

g) Deteriorated historic features shall be repaired rather than replaced.  Where the 

severity of deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature the new 

feature shall match the old in design, color, texture, and other visual qualities and, 

where possible, materials.  Replacement of missing features shall be substantiated 

by documentary, physical or pictorial evidence. 

h) Chemical or physical treatments, such as sandblasting, that cause damage to 

historic materials shall not be used.  The surface cleaning of structures if 

appropriate shall be undertaken using the gentlest means possible. 

i) New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy 

historic materials that characterize the property.  The new work shall be 

differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale, 

and architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the property and its 

environment. 

j) New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in such 

a manner that if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the 

historic property and its environment would be unimpaired. 

k) Significant archeological resources affected by a project shall be protected and 

preserved, if such resources must be disturbed, mitigation measures shall be 

undertaken. 

l) Distinctive features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of 

craftsmanship that characterize a property shall be preserved. 
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